and taxonomically difficult family of Staphylinidae, the rove beetles. In the course of 
his present study of the genera of this family, he found it necessary to come to the 
Academy to make use of the A. Fenyes Collection, which is rich in the largest and 
most difficult subfamily of this group. 

With his Doctor's degree from Stanford University, Dr. Blackwelder is one of 
the many prominent entomologists who got their start in the Bay area. 


> 


Tuirry [THousANnp WaTER BEETLES 


Wuat was one of the largest private collections of aquatic beetles is now part of the 
Academy’s great collection of Coleoptera, through the generosity of Mr. Hugh B. 
Leech, who took up his duties here in August as Assistant Curator of Insects. 
Numbering 30,000 specimens, Mr. Leech’s collection includes eighty-five per cent 
of the described North American species of water beetles, and is particularly valuable 
for the wide geographic distribution represented in the series of each species. A 
leading authority on the aquatic forms, Mr. Leech has himself described upwards 
of forty species new to science. os 


W. I. Fotterr Appoinrep AcTING CurRATOR OF FISHES 


At THE OcroBeER meeting of the Academy’s Council Dr. W. I. Follett, Recording 
Secretary of the Academy, was appointed Acting Curator of Fishes, succeeding Dr. 
W. M. Chapman, the former Curator, who resigned October 4 to become Director 
of the University of Washington’s School of Fisheries. 

Dr. Follett, a well known Oakland attorney, has for a number of years—to the 
perpetual astonishment of his friends—successfully pursued two separate and un- 
related careers, one in the Law and one in Ichthyology. Just for example, after ob- 
taining the degree of Doctor of Jurisprudence from the University of California in 
1926, he immediately took a position in fisheries biology with the California Division 
of Fish and Game. Soon afterwards he entered the practice of law, but he has never 
allowed his busy career as a successful attorney to eclipse his interest in ichthyo- 
logical research. As an indication of his high standing among professional ichthyo- 
logists, he was elected this year to the office of President of the Western Division of 
the American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists. 

Dr. Follett will serve as Acting Curator part time, and will continue his legal 
practice. ea 


E. G. Linstey Becomes RESEARCH ASSOCIATE IN ASTRONOMY 


Dr. Eare G. Linstey, Emeritus Professor of Astronomy in Mills College and for 
nearly twenty-five years Director of the Chabot Observatory, Oakland, was ap- 
pointed Research Associate in Astronomy at the California Academy of Sciences 
at the October meeting of the Academy’s Council. Through long experience as both 
astronomer and educator, Dr. Linsley is particularly qualified to assist the Academy's 
Building Committee in planning the Alexander F, Morrison Planetarium, major 
item in the Academy’s proposed million dollar addition to its present facilities, 


[4] 


ACADEMY NEWS LETTER 


Number 95 November, 1947 


Photograph by Kathleen Louwgan 


SPEAKING OF BIRDS 


(See page 2) 


Published Monthly by 
CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


GOLDEN GATE PARK + SAN FRANCISCO 


CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 
GOLDEN GATE PARK + SAN FRANCISCO 


=> —_-|- =—_> 


November Announcement 


THE REGULAR NoveMBER MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be 
held in North American Hall, West Wing of the Academy Buildings in Golden 
Gate Park, on Tuesday evening, November 2 25, 1947, at 8 o'clock. Second of the 
Academy’s autumn series on the Walter B. Scaife Foundation, the lecture of the 
evening will be given by Laurel Reynolds, who will show her beautiful new color 


film, err roe 
SOUTHERN ExposuRES 

This is Mrs. Reynold’ s first excursion into an entirely new photographic environ- 
ment. Her previous films were all made on the West Coast. F inding herself in the 
South on a typical military reservation, Laurel Reynolds looked beyond the ugly 
barracks and flat training field, seeking out beauty and recording it with her 
camera. Result: this fascinating film which some critics consider her finest achieve- 
ment. 

Laurel Reynolds takes us to Lake Mattamuskeet in North Carolina where that 
ancient holy-of-holies, the duck blind of the male hunter, is invaded; and ducks, 
geese, and swans are shot with the telephoto lens instead of shells. There are spring 
stories of the South’s brilliantly colored warblers harassed by the parasitic cowbird; 
summer's life history of the bluebird; autum’s riot of red and gold in the best 
Virginia manner; and a touch of Texas, showing a breeding colony of the sare and 
fantastic roseate spoonbill. 


The public is cordially invited. Se 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Notice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council at its November 
meeting approved the applications of Mr. Herbert Blasdale, Mr. Kenneth E. Grimm, 
Mr. Edward P. Hollis, Mr. John Wickson Thomas, Dr. Parker D. Trask, and Mr. 
Franklin P. Ulrich for MemBersniP, and of Jack E. Copsey, Leroy H. Fisk, Donald 
King, Barbara J. Noble, Cynthia Pinney, Sara J. Stahl, and Mary Wittman for 
SrupENT MEMBERSHIP in the California Academy of Sciences. If no objection to the 
election of these applicants be received at the office of the Academy within two weeks 
after November 20, they will be considered elected. 


<= 
DISTINGUISHED VISITORS 


Tue Direcror and staff recently enjoyed a visit from the Academy’s friend and 
associate of many years, the veteran entomologist Dr. F. X. Williams, and Mrs. 
Williams. The Williamses are en route to Africa from Honolulu where, for more 
than thirty years, Dr. Williams has maintained his home station as entomologist 
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for the Hawaiian Sugar Planters Association. Just retired from official duties, this 
Californian is an alumnus of St. Ignatius College and Stanford. Except for periods 
of advanced study and teaching in the Univer sity of Kansas and Harvard University 
and service in various government agencies, he has spent most of his working years 
in exploration and cesentehy among itands and bordering lands of the Pacific, 

Those who have read Joseph R, Slevin’s account (Log of the Schooner Academy 
on a Voyage of Scientific Research to the Galapagos Islands: OccasionaL Papers 
OF THE CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SciENCES, XVII, 1931) of the Academy's 1g05-06 
Galapagos Expedition, will remember F. X. \ Willianas. as the young but bewhiskered 
entomologist of that eleven-man party of seafaring scientists who were seventeen 
months away from civilization. In 1916 Dr. Williams (Sc.D., Harvard, 1915) went to 
the Hawaiian Sugar Planters Association Experiment Station, from which he 
searched the tropical world, particularly Australia, New Caledonia, the Philippines, 
and the American tropics, for parasites s and natural enemies of the pests destructive 
to sugar cane and other Hawaiian Islands crops. 

Dr. Williams’ chief distinction lies in the field of insect and other invertebrate 
biology and its economic applications where his studies, field work, and publications 
have been of pr ime importance to the agricultural economy of the Hawaiian Islands 
and other regions. As with most scientists, retirement from official duties is to Dr. 
Williams the challenge to new problems. In central Africa he and his wife will 
search for and study the natural enemies of a large land snail which, introduced into 
western Pacific islands by the Japanese as a source of food, is now a serious menace 
in Guam and other islands. 

The Academy wishes them good sailing. 


ANOTHER VISITOR from overseas, Mr. Anatole S$. Loukashkin, Research Associate 
in the Department of Birds and Mammals at the Academy, recently returned to 
San Francisco for a short vacation. For the past year Mr. Loukashkin has been acting 
as Chief Statistician in the Department of Transportation, U.S. Army of Occupa- 
tion in Korea. His many years of experience in the Orient, particularly i in iapchug ia, 
have eminently qualified him to serve in this capacity. 

Despite his many duties concerned with the rehabilitation cf Korean transporta- 
tion, Mr. Loukashkin found time to secure some valuable mammals for the Acad- 
emy’s collections, including a goral, a roe deer, a Korean badger, a yellow-throated 
marten, two raccoon foxes a Korean kolinsky, and a Dissurian collared bear. Upon 
his return to Korea this month he plans to make some more extensive collections 


from this little explored region. ee 


NationaL Museum Curator AT ACADEMY 


Dr. RicHarp E. BLAcKWELDER, Associate Curator of Insects at the U. S. National 
Museum, Washington, D.C., came to the Academy in October for research in the 
taxonomy of a certain group of beetles. He plans to work here until the end of the 
ear. 
Noted among entomologists for his work on catalogues of North and South 
American Coleoptera, Dr. Blackwelder is a recognized authority on the very large 


ideal 


